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WEST DEPTFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Board Highlights - September 2022 
 


The following information is intended to inform staff and 


community members of recent action taken by the Board.  The 


information included in this brief is not intended to be complete 


and does not replace official Board minutes.  Please see the Board 


agenda on the District Website for the complete action of the 


Board. 


 


 


ENROLLMENT: 2,883 as of September, 2022 


 
 


STUDENT RECOGNITION: 


HS Representatives to the Board of Education 


We are pleased to announce our new High School Representatives to the Board 


of Education, Ryann Iannotti and Yusuf Abouelsaadate (alternate). These 


representatives shall attend BOE meetings, present to the Board on matters of 


student concern, and provide a monthly report to the student body. The student 


representatives will have no vote and will not be permitted in closed BOE 


sessions. Congratulations, and we look forward to you representing our 


district! 
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RED BANK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL #Good News Call of the Day 


Red Bank loves to recognize those special students who we see doing: 
● random acts of kindness 
● showing exceptional effort 
● positively regulating big emotions 
● or, ABSOLUTELY anything we think deserves a call home! 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


                 
 


This young man earned the first of the year #goodnewscalloftheday. Controlling BIG  
feelings isn’t always easy for a 2nd grader, but he is well on his way to a great year! 


 


    
 


WDSD WELCOMES NEW CERTIFICATED STAFF MEMBERS! 


District 


      
         Angelica Shaw - CST (LDTC)     Sarah Kramer - Media Specialist       Kristen Reid - Elem. AP 



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/goodnewscalloftheday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUOgHsadI9hLyoxBr3zSR5UtcoDH9l37rl2MY4n-CZU8upbgGSnP7rbz0onEsB3MFBdrEBifoeVUFeOlrCzD0bjcXYkiIawwe36mMGBdCOdYqqTKjxPEwFIV-7kGQel_8S9G8mNzqX1CiMbCrjZk90iqH0QtwliL2107dj38VxL-g&__tn__=*NK-R

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/goodnewscalloftheday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUOgHsadI9hLyoxBr3zSR5UtcoDH9l37rl2MY4n-CZU8upbgGSnP7rbz0onEsB3MFBdrEBifoeVUFeOlrCzD0bjcXYkiIawwe36mMGBdCOdYqqTKjxPEwFIV-7kGQel_8S9G8mNzqX1CiMbCrjZk90iqH0QtwliL2107dj38VxL-g&__tn__=*NK-R
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West Deptford High School 


     
        Emma Fenning - English         Gina Smolenski - English   Jessica Sitzes - Special Education 
 


 


      
                                       Meg McHugh - Special Education Michael Wyatt - Vocal Music 


 
West Deptford Middle School 


      
   Abrina Wright - School Counselor         Susan Schaffer - 7th Grade LAL          Jaclyn Hahn - 6th Grade Science 


 


         
                                    Mia Burgos - 5th Grade LAL         Evan Kilgore - LTR Music Teacher 
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Green-Fields Elementary School 


     
 Melissa Hernandez - 3rd Grade  Taylor Sweeney - 3rd Grade            Bridgette Deacon - 3rd Grade 
 


     
      Kelly Sweeney - Preschool   Larissa Albus - Tier II Elementary 


 


Oakview Elementary School 


     
Samantha Plasky - School Counselor      Sarah Brown - LTR 2nd Grade Jamie Sweeney - 2nd Grade 
 


    
       Jennifer Henson - 2nd Grade     Savanah James - Tier II Elementary 


 


Red Bank Elementary School 


   
                                       Alexis Shotwell - 2nd Grade         Gabriela Hernandez - Prek Disabled 
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PERSONNEL  


● Appointments:  


○ School Climate State Coordinator 


○ Substitute Teachers 


○ School Bus Aide 


○ RB YEP Care Provider 


○ Per Diem Substitute YEP Junior Care Provider 


○ District Sound Technician 


○ WDHS Acting Principal 


○ WDHS ESports Team Head Coach 


○ WDMS LTR Instrumental Music Teacher 


○ GFES 3rd Grade Special Education ICR Teacher 


○ OVES Special Education Instructional Aide 


○ OVES Non-Instructional LPC Aides 


○ RBES Special Education Instructional Aide 


● Resignations/Retirements: 


○ Retirement WDHS Administrative Assistant 


○ Resignation School Bus Aide 


○ Resignation GFES Special Education Instructional Aide 


○ Resignation OVES Special Education Instructional Aide 


○ Resignation RBES Preschool Instructional Aide 


● Change of Status: 


○ Transfer OVES Preschool Teacher to Preschool Intervention and Referral Specialist 


 


THE BOARD APPROVED THE FOLLOWING:  


● School Business Days 


● Donation to OVES 


● Bank Signatures 


● Lease Finance Bid and Award Resolution 


● E-Rate Consulting Contract Renewal 


● GCIT Tuition Contract Agreement 


● Fund Allocations 2022-2023 IA Salaries 


● Nonpublic Services Agreement Chapters 192 and 193 


● School Fire and Security Drills 2022-2023 


● Municipal Capital Lease Payoff 


● Contract with Equity, Excellence, Education, Inc. 


● Facilities Use 
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● Student Teacher Placements  


● Various WDHS Field Trips 


● WDMS Hispanic Heritage Celebration 


● Various Policies and Regulations 


● WDSD Emergency Virtual or Remote Learning Plan 


● The Eagle Flight Forward 2022-2023 


● NAEYC Annual Conference 


● WDHS Overload 


● WDMS STAMP Program Mentors 


● Mentor Team 


 


BUSINESS, FACILITIES, & FINANCE:  


● The Board approved the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports, Transfers, Payroll, and Bills Lists. 


 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


Numerous other requests for approval for workshop attendance, student activities, and education items were 


approved by the Board of Education. These approvals will be reflected in the formal minutes of the meeting, 


which are available in the office of the Board of Education Secretary, as well as posted online after Board 


approval. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board is an Action Meeting which will be held on October 


17, 2022 in the West Deptford Middle School at 7pm. The date and time is subject to change. 


 


WELCOME BACK TO THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR!  


We were excited to welcome our students back for the 2022-2023 school year on September 6. The halls were 


buzzing with palpable excitement and energy as staff and students returned to our buildings. This year marks 


our “return to normal,” and we are thrilled to dive right into learning, building new friendships, and creating new 


memories! 
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CAFETERIA INFORMATION 


● Please click here to view your school’s cafeteria menu. 


● All parents are encouraged to fill out a Free/Reduced Lunch Application. For more info, click here. 


 


COMMEMORATING 9/11 


District-wide, students participated in activities to learn about and commemorate the 21st anniversary of 9/11. 


We hope you enjoy this video of Mrs. Kensil’s class reciting and signing the poem, “The Red, White and Blue.” 


WD students showed our US pride by dressing up in red, white, and blue!     



https://wdeptfordk12.nutrislice.com/

https://www.wdeptford.k12.nj.us/district_info/cafeteria_information/free_reduced_lunch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgEi8_OFwZw
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WDHS SCHOOLWIDE GOALS 


In support of a school-wide approach focused on Equity and Promoting Awareness and Acceptance, and in an 


effort to create more inclusivity in our school community, the HS has created a monthly calendar which will help 


carry out our school and district goals on promoting SEL and Equity in our everyday interactions and practices. 


 


Monthly Celebration/Awareness/Acceptance Themes (embedded within lessons; school-wide celebrations): 
● September - National Hispanic Latino Month 
● October - Breast Cancer Awareness/      


Bullying Prevention Month 
● November - National American Indian  


Heritage Month 
● December - Holiday Celebrations around the 


World 


● January - Random Acts of Kindness 
● February - African History Month 
● March - National Women’s Month 
● April - Celebrate Diversity Month/ 


Autism Awareness 
● May - Asian Pacific American Month 
● June - LGBTQ Month


 


INTERNATIONAL DOT DAY 


September 15th was “International Dot Day,” which kicked off our recognition of Spanish Heritage Month. Mrs. 


Hicks and Mrs. Mathiesen dedicated this whole week to share this fun opportunity with our K-2 grade. 


International Dot Day was started as a global celebration of creativity, courage, and collaboration. The Dot is a 


book by Peter H. Reynolds which tells the story of a caring teacher who dares a doubting student to trust in her 


own abilities by being brave enough to “make her mark.” This was a fantastic activity to start a new school year 


to encourage students to appreciate all they have to offer, and it inspires us all to be brave enough to share our 


gifts and talents with the world! 


  


● To learn more about Dot Day, check out: https://www.internationaldotday.org/ 


● Red Bank’s International Dot Day     


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://www.internationaldotday.org/

https://www.internationaldotday.org/

https://youtube.com/shorts/keW3xnrpAyM?feature=share
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LITTLE FREE LIBRARY - TAKE A BOOK. SHARE A BOOK. 


Studies have shown that the more books are in or near the home, the more likely 


a child will learn and love to read. In front of each of our 3 elementary schools, 


there is a “Little Free Library,” and we are pleased to announce that they are all 


back up and running again this school year! West Deptford Schools want to work 


together with families to foster a lifelong love of reading in our children, and we 


are excited to pique their interest with a variety of literature.  


WHAT IS A LITTLE FREE LIBRARY? 


A Little Free Library is a free book exchange. It belongs to everyone, and 
everyone can use it! 


● TAKE BOOKS: If you see something you would like to read, take it. When 
you’re finished, share it with a friend, bring it back here, or leave it in 
another Little Free Library. 


● SHARE BOOKS: It’s up to everyone to keep this Library full of good reads! 
Bring books to share when you can, and continue being a friend of Little 
Free Libraries everywhere!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 


 


District-Wide Events 


● 10/10 Inservice Day 


 


Red Bank Elementary 


● 9/23 Fall Picture Day 


● 10/19 Preschool Trike-A-Thon 10:00-10:30am and 1:30-2:00pm 


 


Oakview Elementary 


● 9/21 WDES PTO Meeting 7:00pm Oakview Library 


● 9/28 WDES PTO Fundraiser at Dot's Ice Cream in Woodbury from 1:00-8:30pm 


● 9/29 Fall Picture Day 


● 10/3-10/7 Bookfair Coin Collection 


● 10/11-10/14 Book Fair 


● 10/13 Book Fair Family Night 6:00-8:00pm 


● 10/21 Preschool Trike-A-Thon 10:00-10:30am 


● 10/24-10/28 Red Ribbon Week 


● 10/26 PreK & K Pumpkin Pick at the OV Pumpkin Patch 


● 10/27 Grades 1 & 2 Pumpkin Pick at the OV Pumpkin Patch 


● 10/31 Halloween Parade 


 


Green-Fields Elementary 


● 9/20 Back-to-School Night 


● 9/26 Fall Picture Day 


● 9/29-9/30 Start Strong Assessment 


● 10/20 Preschool Trike-A-Thon 10:00-10:30am and 10:45-11:15am 


 


Middle School  


● 9/19 Start Strong Assessment (Grades 5&8) 


● 9/20 Start Strong Assessment (Grades 6&7) 


● 9/21 Start Strong Assessment (Grade 6) 


● 9/23 Eagle Launch 


● 9/24 Music Department Car Wash 


● 9/27 Fall Picture Day 


● 10/3-10/7 Respect Week 
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● 10/4 HSO Meeting 6:30pm WDMS Library 


● 10/6 6th Grade Trip to Camp Ockanickon 


● 10/6 Vets in Training Begins 


● 10/12 PE Cross Country Run 


● 10/12 Hispanic Heritage Celebration 


● 10/13 GCIT Visits 8th Grade 


● 10/21 Unity Day 


● 10/24-10/28 Red Ribbon Week 


 


High School  


● 9/21 PTO Meeting 6:30pm Media Center 


● 10/11-10/14 Start Strong Assessment & PSAT Testing 


● 10/12 PTO Meeting 6:30 Media Center 


● 10/21 Homecoming Game 


● 10/22 Homecoming Dance 


 


 






